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for annual parliaments, equal electoral districts, and the suffrage for all direct taxpayers.1
In the following year the movement came into the much more capable hands of William Cobbett. In November 1815 Cobbett lowered the price of his Political Register from a shilling and a halfpenny to twopence. The " Twopenny Trash," as it came to be called, at once acquired an enormous influence, and through it Cobbett, with his friend " Orator Hunt," began to crystallise the widespread discontent into a definite demand for parliamentary reform.
In the national agitation of 1816-17 Place took little part.   He was, till the summer of 1817, still engaged with his business, and his leisure was largely given to that enormous mass of reading which the note-books for those years record.     When in  1814 his  associates  in Westminster countenanced the charge that he was a Government spy,2 he had determined to withdraw from open political work, and to this determination he kept as long as he could.    Writing of December 1814 he says : "I was now freed from all connection with public politics.    In this state I intended to remain, not inactive, not useless. . . . With Mr. Brooks and his coadjutors all co-operation was at an end. ... I visited nobody.    I was, as I have always been, desirous to promote and willing to assist in measures likely to increase the knowledge of the commonalty, and ready therefore to co-operate with any man or any body of men for this desirable  and important object.    But I did not intend to mix again in politics beyond writing occasionally in a newspaper, or consulting and advising privately with  particular persons."3    His whole temperament was opposed to the  loose-tongued vituperation, the reckless use of second-hand facts, the
1 27,809 (8); cf. also ante, p. 62.              2 See p. 56.
3 27,809 (5).unt, printed petitionn all over England  for Kignaturo, askingd him byed, having Part II. attached to it, containing what Mr. Bentham called Appendix V." 27,823 (182, 183).
